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   Carmel Christian Church of W.A.
                             Christ’s Love Brings Us Together
                  Theme for 2012/2013: Committed to Be Christlike
	Vol. 15 No. 2
	Order of Worship

10.30am
	13/1/2013

	Prelude
	            Pianist: Jason Liu

	Congregation 
	“The Lord is in His Holy Temple”

	Call To Worship
	Dn Thong Kok Fai
Interpreter: Ricky Wong

	Welcome & Greetings
	

	Praise Choruses
	Dn Timothy Cheong, Tony Hung

	Invocation & 
Doxology*
	*Congregation standing

	Responsive Reading
	Psalm 136 (p.423)

	Hymn of Response*
	HOP 11
Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty

	Announcement
	Dn Thong Kok Fai
Interpreter: Ricky Wong

	Pastoral Prayer
	Pastor Peter Chng
Interpreter: Dn Daniel Ong

	Message
	Starting 2013 Afresh...

“Look to God for Wisdom”

Psalm 90:7-12 (p.405)

	Hymn of Reflection*
	    HOP 259
    Be Thou my Vision

	Benediction*
	Sing Threefold Amen after Benediction

	You’re invited to join us in our lunch fellowship 


Sermon Outline:          Stay upon Jehovah       Ps. 90:1-6
The key to stay upon Jehovah rests on the realistic acknow-ledgement of our transient and helpless state in the hands of the everlasting and mighty God.
1  We are transient and helpless (vv.3-6)
    1.1  Our lives are brief as a flash of thought
1.2  We are powerless to lengthen life
2  In the hands of the everlasting and mighty God (vv.1-2)
    2.1  God is everlasting and mighty
2.2  Resting in God? Or wasting away?
We warmly welcome you to join us in worshiping the Lord on this first Lord’s Day of 2013. May God’s peace and joy be your portion. 
Worshipping at: Oberthur Pri. Sch., Nicholls Cres., Bull Creek, WA 6149
Church Office: 8, Agincourt Drive, Willetton, WA 6155
Telephone: 08- 6161-9239
Email: carmelwa@optusnet.com.au
Pastors: Rev Peter Chng
            Mobile: 0411-230-240
               Rev Henry Tay    
            Phone:  9414-6212

               Preacher Lawrence Chan           Mobile: 0431-699-316
Pastoral Chat
Dearly beloved,

To start 2013 afresh is commendable. But without wisdom, starting a new year afresh is, at best, a wishful thinking.
We need wisdom, practical wisdom, to guide us through the obstacle-strewn course in the days ahead.

Today in the Word carried a story about the automaker Henry Ford. He asked electrical genius Charlie Steinmetz to build the generators for his factory. One day the generators ground to a halt, and the repairmen couldn't find the problem.  So Ford called Steinmetz, who tinkered with the machines for a few hours and then threw the switch. The generators whirred to life—but Ford got a bill for $10,000 from Steinmetz. Flab-bergasted, the rather tight-fisted car maker inquired why the bill was so high. Steinmetz's reply: For tinkering with the ge-nerators, $10. For knowing where to tinker, $9,990. Ford paid the bill. He had high regard for Steinmetz’s practical wisdom.

Where can we look for such wisdom to carry us through?

In his letter to the Jewish Christians who were driven away from Jerusalem and scattered abroad, perhaps due to the persecution, James encouraged them, saying, “If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to him” (Jas. 1:5).
The Jewish believers were undergoing adverse conditions in life (v.2), which were a testing of their faith (v.3). Instead of capitulating under adversities, the intended outcome of the testing was to produce “a strong, active, challenging res-ponse” (Douglas Moo). In such circumstances, practical wis-dom was needed to bring the response to fruition. Hence, James urged the readers to look to God for such wisdom.
When we approach God and ask for such wisdom, we’re told that God “gives to all liberally and without reproach.” The word translated “liberally” is from the root whose meaning is “single or simple.” While it’s right to translate liberally or gene-rously, the idea of “singleness”, suggesting God’s undivided, unwavering intent shouldn’t be overlooked (Moo). So, we can understand it as not only does God give such wisdom to us generously, but without reservation also. How comforting!
If we think that by asking too much of practical wisdom would incur the Lord’s scolding, we’re wrong. That’s the idea in “without reproach” James wants to convince us. Hiebert aptly proclaims: “God’s generosity is measured by what He de-signs and not by what we deserve.” So, let’s look to God and ask Him to give us wisdom to lead us through the year 2013.
Earnestly,

Pastor Peter

The fear of the Lord is the instruction of wisdom.
                                                                  —Proverbs 15:33
Ministries for this Week (13 Jan—20 Jan )
We welcome you to join us in our weekly ministries:
· Friday: No English Care-Group meeting, resuming in

                                                            February 2013.
· Saturday: YAF/YF/LF: Summer break; resuming in
                                             March 2013.
· Sunday: 9:30am: SBC/ Prayer Meeting: Library.
                      10:30am: Combined Service: Library.
                                       Children Ministry: Classrooms.
Sharing With You:
· Volunteers needed to help in the office on Wednesday to Friday 9am to 5pm from 23 January till the end of Fe-bruary. If you can assist, please let pastor know asap.
· Worship Services in summer: The English and Manda-rin services will combine to worship till end of Feb 2013.
· Library is closed for the summer till February 2013.
Prayer Items: Our Ministries Needs
1. God’s wisdom and understanding be upon the church session to lead and grow the church in 2013.
2. God’s grace and wisdom for the leaders of the various church ministries to nurture the members in their spiritual growth. 

Today’s (13/01/13) Roster:

Welcomers: Dns Kok Fai and Lin Feng  

Audio/ Visual: Jason

      Flowers: Dn Lin Feng 
CM Teacher/Music: Adelisa                               Asst: Esther
Next Lord’s Day (20/01/13) Roster:

Worship Leader: James
            
              Interpreter: Tony
Preacher: Pastor Peter; 

    Interpreter: Dn Kok Fai
Praise Chorus: Tony, Esther
   
     Pianist: Mimi
Visual: Jason                                   Flowers: 
Welcomers: Yinglong, Jonah
CM Teacher/Music: Adelisa                                 Asst: Shuie
Last Week’s Offerings (06/01/13):

General Fund: $966.45
Camp Fund: $20.00
                        To-date: $6,834.80

Building Fund: $0.00

      To-date: $125,238.08
