Ministries for this Week (8 Dec – 15 Dec) 
We welcome you to join us in our weekly ministries:
· Friday: 7.30pm: English Care-Group Meeting: 

                                 Summer break resuming in March 2014
· Saturday: 4.30pm: YAF Summer break; 

                                       resuming in March 2014

                       7.30pm: Elim's fellowship

                                     Summer break till further notice

                                     YF Summer break till further notice
· Sunday: 10am: Prayer Meeting: Library
                     10.30am: Combined Service: Main Hall.
                                     Children Ministry: Classrooms.
Sharing With You
· Note: This year’s Combined Service has been brought forward from November 2013 to February 2014.
· Note:  There is no Sunday Bible Class at 9.30am till further notice.  But there is still Prayer Meeting at 10am. 
· Note to all Sunday Worship Leaders: you are lead the Sunday morning prayer meeting at 9.30am.
· Pastor Yeo will minister to us for next Sunday.  We express our thanks to him.
· Church Choir: there will be no choir practice until mid-January 2014. 
· Christmas Carolling: Christmas Eve (24/12) will be held in Dn Timothy’s house (68 Rhonda Ave., Willetton) at 6pm. Encourage brothers and sisters bring a dish, we have fellowship dinner. Carol practice begins today after the fellowship lunch. You are encouraged to join in the carolling and attend the practice.
· Easter Combined Church Camp with Covenant BPC from 21-24 April 2014.  The theme is “Forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead” (Philippians 3:13). For more detail, please see Dn Lin Feng.
· New Church Office address: 6 Commercial Rd.; Telephone no:  9393-3515; Email: carmelbpc@iinet.net.au  wef 11 Nov 13.
· Library is closed for the summer till February 2014.
	Worshipping at: Oberthur Pri. Sch., Nicholls Crescent., Bull Creek, WA 6149

	Church Office: 6, Commercial Road, Forrestdale, WA 6112

	Telephone: 08-9393-3515

	Email: carmelbpc@iinet.net.au

	Church Website: www.carmelwa.org.au

	Pastors:                   
	Rev Peter Chng
	Mobile: 0411-230-240

	
	Rev Henry Tay
	Telephone: 9414-6212

	
	Preacher Lawrence Chan
	Mobile: 0431-699-316


[image: image1.png]


                 Carmel Bible-Presbyterian Church
                   Christ’s Love Brings Us together
                                                      Theme for 2013/2014: Committed to Be Christlike
	Vol. 15 No 49
	08/12/13


Pastoral Chat
What is True Repentance? (Pt 2)
“And David said to Abishai and to all his servants, “Behold, my own son seeks my life; how much more now may this Benjaminite! Leave him alone, and let him curse, for the Lord has told him to.” -2 Sam 16:11


As we have briefly considered last week, there is a close relationship between confession and the forgiveness of God. The apostle John said in his epistle concerning the importance of confession, 'If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.' (1 Jn 1:8-9)

But having said that, we must understand that what the apostle had in mind was not simply the act of confession, but a repentant heart behind the confession. In other words, if a man, for some reasons of his own, confesses his sins before the Lord, but he does so without any sorrow for his sins, neither does he intend to turn away from his wicked ways through practical steps, then this person will never be able to receive the forgiveness of God. 


But thankfully, David was very different from his predecessor Saul in this aspect. When he woke up from his sins and realised that he had trampled upon the grace of God, he confessed his sin to the Lord immediately. It is because of this very reason that he could receive the chastisement from the Lord with a teacheable and humble heart later on in 2 Samuel 16.


At that time, David was escaping from the pursuit of his son Absalom when he came across a Benjamite who was fiercely loyal to Saul. Besides throwing stones at David, this man cursed him and said to him in 2 Sam 16:7-8, “Get out, get out, you man of blood, you worthless man! The Lord has avenged on you all the blood of the house of Saul, in whose place you have reigned, and the Lord has given the kingdom into the hand of your son Absalom. See, your evil is on you, for you are a man of blood.”


When one of David's follower, who could not bear seeing him being insulted, offered to kill this offending Benjamite, David turned and said unto him, “What have I to do with you, you sons of Zeruiah? If he is cursing because the Lord has said to him, ‘Curse David,’ who then shall say, ‘Why have you done so? ’”...“Behold, my own son seeks my life; how much more now may this Benjaminite! Leave him alone, and let him curse, for the Lord has told him to. It may be that the Lord will look on the wrong done to me, and that the Lord will repay me with good for his cursing today.” (2Sa 16:10-12)


In other words, David understood very clearly that this humiliation was part of the chastisement that he had to endure from the Lord because of his sins. This was why he willingly humbled himself and endured it quietly. 


Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, from his attitude towards the chastisement of God, we can see how a man who has genuinely repent of his sins will regard the disciplinary measures of the church. Such person will never harden his heart against the leaders of the church, but will willingly and humbly endure whatever disciplinary measures that the Board of Elders metes out against him for his sin. (cf. Matt 18:18)

 
Unfortunately, a person like that is difficult to find in reality. When disciplinary measures are meted out, seldom will the offenders receive them with meekness and humility.


Because of pride, many offenders will not accept the judgment of the church, neither will they be willing to submit themselves under the supervision of the church leadership. They will rather leave the church, or remain behind in the church to spread malicious lies agains the church leadership.


If these people continues to remain defiant against the leaders of the church who are tasked to care for their souls (cf. Heb 13:17), then it is very likely for them to end badly in life like king Saul.

By Pastor Calvin
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Prayer Items: Our Ministry Needs
1. God's wisdom and guidance for the leaders in planning the church ministries during summer.
2. God's grace for members the church camp on April.
	Duty Roster
	Today  8/12/13
	Next Lord’s Day 15/12/13

	Preacher
	Rev Tay
	Rev Tay

	Interpreter
	Nathan Teo
	Nathan Teo

	Worship Leader
	Dn Teo Kok Lay
	Dn Teo Kok Lay

	Interpreter 
	Dn Timothey Cheong
	Dn Timothy Cheong

	Pianist
	Yang Syee Chee
	Grace Shao

	Praise Chorus
	Tony Hung
	Tony Hung

	AV
	Jonah Thong
	Jonah Thong

	Toddlers 
	Teacher: Ng Shan Shan
	Teacher: Ng Shan Shan

	Lower Junior

	Teacher: Joyce Cheong

Assistant: -----------------
Musician: : Ng Shan Shan       
	Teacher: Joyce Cheong

Assistant: Chen Shuie
Musician: Ng Shan Shan

	Upper Junior
	Teacher: Steven Lee
	Teacher: Steven Lee

	Welcomers 
	Ye Huiqing

Dn Thong Kok Fai
	Chen Ying-Long
Peng Shu-Zhi

	Flower
	Rose Cheong
	Chen Shuie

	Kitchen
	Peace Team
	         Patience Team


	Offerings
	01/12/13

	General Fund
	$982.80
	

	Thanksgiving
	$0.00
	

	Mission Fund
	$0.00
	

	Camp Fund
	$20.00
	To-date: $7,834.80

	Finger-food Sale
	$0.00
	To-date: $11,390.60

	Building Fund
	$50.00;$600.00(1033)
	To-date:$214,643.78

	Property Maintenance
	$0.00
	To-date: $1,400.00

	BF Interest-free Loan
	$0.00
	To-date:$320,000

	Order of Worship
10.30am

	Prelude 
	Pianist: Syee Chee Yang

	Congregation
	“The Lord is in His Holy Temple”

	Call to Worship
	Dn Teo Kok Lay; Interpreter: Timothy Cheong

	Welcome & Greetings
握手问安

	Praise Chorus
	Tony Hung

	Invocation & Doxology*
	*Congregation Standing

	Responsive Reading
	Psalm 96 (p.407)

	Hymn of Response*
	HOP 82 The First Noel, the Angel Did Say

	Announcement 
	Dn Teo Kok Lay; Interpreter: Timothy Cheong

	Pastoral Prayer


	Rev Tay; Interpreter: Nathan Teo

	Message 
	Jesus Is Our Joy For Christmas …
“Here comes the Christmas!”

Matthew 1:20-23 (p.649)

	Hymn of Preparation*
	HOP 69 Joy to the World!

	Benediction*

	Sing Threefold Amen after Benediction


	                     You’re invited to join us in our lunch fellowship欢迎您会后留下与我们共享午餐


Sermon Outline:


                            Here comes the Christmas         Matthew 1:20-23
1. The good will of Emmanuel

2. What we should think of in Christmas

3. Salvation is proceeded in accordance with God's planning

4. And this is the affair we have to think of for Christmas celebration!
We warmly welcome you to join us in worshipping the Lord. May God’s peace and joy be your portion. 
