Ministries for this Week (5 Jan – 12 Jan 2014) 
We welcome you to join us in our weekly ministries:
· Friday: 7.30pm: English Care-Group Meeting: 

                                 Summer break resuming in March 2014
· Saturday: 4.30pm: YAF Summer break;
                                      resuming in March 2014
                       7.30pm: Elim's fellowship Summer break till further notice
                                      YF Summer break till further notice              
· Sunday: 10am: Prayer Meeting: Library
                      10.30am: Combined Service: Library
                                      Children Ministry: Classrooms                
Sharing With You
· Note: This year’s Combined Service has been brought forward from November 2013 to February 2014.
· Note:  There is no Sunday Bible Class at 9.30am till further notice.  But there is still Prayer Meeting at 10am. 
· Note to all Sunday Worship Leaders: You are required to lead the Sunday morning prayer meeting at 10am.
· Today is the Lord’s Supper Sunday  Let’s prepare our hearts as we come before the Lord’s table. 
· Church Choir: there will be no choir practice until mid-January 2014. 
· Easter Combined Church Camp with Covenant BPC from 21-24 April 2014.  The theme is “Forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead” (Philippians 3:13). Adult (13+yrs) $230; 6-12yrs $190. For more details, please see Dn Lin Feng.
· New Church Office address: 6 Commercial Rd.; Telephone no:  9393-3515; Email: carmelbpc@iinet.net.au  effective from 11 Nov 13.
· Library is closed for the summer till February 2014.
	Worshipping at: Oberthur Pri. Sch., Nicholls Crescent., Bull Creek, WA 6149

	Church Office: 6, Commercial Road, Forrestdale, WA 6112

	Telephone: 08-9393-3515
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	Church Website: www.carmelwa.org.au
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Pastoral Chat
GOD IS WAITING
As I was e-mailing with a dear friend from the Bible College we were at some years back, I shared with him the topic and text that I would be preaching at Carmel the first Lord’s Day of the year. He responded with his precious thoughts. I’m reproducing this article to share with you.

“God is waiting. I asked myself repeatedly: What is God waiting for or waiting to do? Simple question like this at times has no simple answers. So let us do some digging and hopefully we may find some gold nuggets in it. As I continue reading and digging the text, verse 9, especially the second part, caught my attention. It reads, 'but contrariwise blessing; knowing that ye are thereunto called, that ye should inherit a blessing' (KJV).

The apostle Peter says...knowing that ye are thereunto called. Two striking words, 'Knowing' and 'Called' prick my heart. I must admit that there are times that I acted on things not knowing or forgetting that I am 'called' or 'set apart' from the world. I can be certain that you can identify your many shortcomings like I do. Have we been so caught up in rat race of this world that we behave like the world? If we do not make effort to be in the 'knowing' as Peter said (read the verses again), we will behave like the world....selfish and not selfless. And that is the hard truth. So, back to the question: What is God waiting for? God is waiting for us to continue knowing and living as His Called Ones wherever we are.
Let us go back to verse 9 where it reads, 'but contrariwise blessing.' Instead of being selfish and picky and vengeful we should be a blessing to others especially in the context of the church. We must admit that there is no perfect church on earth. I tried seeking for one but found none. I started a small church with a small group, thinking that if there were problems they would be small and somehow acceptable. I was dead wrong. If there was, Peter, Paul and James would not be pleading in their epistles. So Peter says, you first be a blessing to others and God will bless you. Can we start anew by being a blessing to others？Skeptics will say, it's easier said than done. They are in self-denial. If you believe that you are called to work that which is good, with God's help it will work. There's no two ways about it.

In doing so, '.... ye should inherit a blessing,' says the apostle Peter. In other words, God is waiting to bless you and me on the condition that we be a blessing to others. Give a quick glance on verses 8-13. Is there any mention of wealth, fame or glory as blessing from God? Absolutely none! I should confess that inwardly I do look forward to a handsome reward when I do good to others. Who, in a right frame of mind, would want to turn down a handsome reward? Would you? I have been looking after my aged mother. I admit that it isn't easy taking care of old people especially our own parents. A friend once told me that I would be rewarded by God for my good deeds. I was thinking of monetary terms. He told me that I am already fortunate that each day when I wake up I can still breathe in the fresh air into my lungs. ‘That alone is God's blessing to you,’ he said.

In a nutshell, the apostle Peter exhorts us to be constantly mindful of who we are and what we as called ones should be doing. We do our part and God will do His. These are the biblical lessons I have learned from the text. By the way, lessons learned can be forgotten. You can ask your children if in doubt. Living out the lessons is one sure way to succeed in life. May God bless you and lead you through the coming years.

Yours-in-Christ,

Matthias Low __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Prayer Items:  Congregational Needs
1. God’s grace and protection for brethren as well as students who are traveling on holidays or work assignment that they will have a meaningful holidays.
2. God’s mercy and healing for those who are still recovery from their       sicknesses.
	Duty Roster
	Today  5/1/14
	Next Lord’s Day 12/1/14

	Preacher
	Pastor Peter Chng
	Pastor Peter Chng

	Interpreter
	Nathan Teo
	Dn Daniel Ong

	Worship Leader
	Dn Shao Quanxi
	Dn Daniel Ong

	Interpreter 
	Tony Hung
	Nathan Teo

	Pianist
	Andrew Chen
	Andrew Chen

	Praise Chorus
	Dn Daniel Ong
	Tony Hung

	AV
	Vera Wang
	Vera Wang

	Lord’s Supper Assistant
	Dn Daniel Ong; 

Dn Timothy Cheong
	

	Toddlers 
	Teacher: Ng Shan Shan
	Teacher: Ng Shan Shan

	Lower Junior

	Teacher: Joyce Cheong
Assistant: Bonnie
Musician: : Dn Timothy Cheong
	Teacher: Adelisa Chng
Assistant: ----------------
Musician: Ng Shan Shan

	Upper Junior
	Teacher: Steven Lee
	Teacher: Steven Lee

	Welcomers 
	 Jessica; Vera
	Yinglong; Gore

	Flower
	Michelle Zou
	Lumeng Lin

	Kitchen
	Faithfulness Team

(Shuzhi, Gore, Quanxi)
	Gentleness Team 

(Lily, Shuie, Amy)


	Offerings
	29/12/13

	General Fund
	$2,944.50
	

	Thanksgiving
	$0.00
	

	Mission Fund
	$0.00
	

	Camp Fund
	$20.00
	To-date: $7,914.80

	Building Fund
	$60,000; $500.00 (#1115); $200.00(#1045); $300.00(#1103); $200(#1020)
	To-date:$276,293.78

	Property Maintenance
	$0.00
	To-date: $1,400.00

	BF Interest-free Loan
	-$60,000.00
	To-date:$260,000

	Order of Worship
10.30am
	

	Prelude 
	Pianist: Andrew Chen
	

	Congregation
	“The Lord is in His Holy Temple”
	

	Call to Worship
	Dn Shao Quanxi; Interpreter: Tony Hung
	

	Welcome & Greetings
握手问安
	

	Praise Chorus
	Dn Daniel Ong
	

	Invocation & Doxology*
	*Congregation Standing
	

	Responsive Reading
	Psalm 103 (p.409)
	

	Hymn of Response*
	HOP 219 Tis so Sweet to Trust in Jesus
	

	Announcement 
	Dn Shao Quanxi; Interpreter: Tony Hung
	

	Pastoral Prayer


	Pastor Peter Chng; Interpreter: Nathan Teo
	

	Message 
	Living Consciously of Christ’s Return
“God Is Waiting”

2 Peter 3:8-13 (p.818)
	

	Hymn of Reflection*
	HOP 315 Must I Go and Empty Handed?
	

	Benediction*

	Sing Threefold Amen after Benediction

	

	                     You’re invited to join us in our lunch fellowship欢迎您会后留下与我们共享午餐
	


Sermon Outline:


God is waiting                              2Peter 3:8-13
It is crucial for us to know why God is waiting and then respond to that knowing.
1. Why is God waiting? (vv. 9-10; cf vv.4, 5-7)
1.1 Because God is just (vv. 9, 4)
1.2 Because God is merciful (vv. 9, 5-7)
2. How should we respond to that knowing? (vv. 8-9, 11-13)
2.1 Putting a stop to living ignorantly (vv. 8-9)

2.2 Living expectantly (vv. 11-13)
We warmly welcome you to join us in worshipping the Lord. May God’s peace and joy be your portion. We invite all baptized believers to partake the Lord’s supper with us in remembrance of our Lord. 
