Ministries for this Week (12 Jan – 19 Jan 2014) 
We welcome you to join us in our weekly ministries:
· Friday: 7.30pm: English Care-Group Meeting: 

                                 Summer break resuming in March 2014
· Saturday: 4.30pm: YAF Summer break;
                                      resuming in March 2014
                       7.30pm: Elim's fellowship Summer break till further notice
                                      YF Summer break till further notice              
· Sunday: 10am: Prayer Meeting: Library
                      10.30am: Combined Service: Library
                                      Children Ministry: Classrooms                
Sharing With You
· Note: This year’s Combined Service will continue till end of February 2014.
· Note:  There is no Sunday Bible Class at 9.30am till further notice.  But there is still Prayer Meeting at 10am. 
· Note to all Sunday Worship Leaders: You are required to lead the Sunday morning prayer meeting at 10am.
· Church Choir: there will be no choir practice until mid-January 2014. 
· Easter Combined Church Camp with Covenant BPC from 21-24 April 2014.  The theme is “Forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead” (Philippians 3:13). Adult (13+yrs) $230; 6-12yrs $190. For more details, please see Dn Lin Feng.
· New Church Office address: 6 Commercial Rd., Forrestdale; Telephone no:  9393-3515; Email: carmelbpc@iinet.net.au  effective from 11 Nov 13.
· Library is closed for the summer till February 2014.
	Worshipping at: Oberthur Pri. Sch., Nicholls Crescent., Bull Creek, WA 6149

	Church Office: 6, Commercial Road, Forrestdale, WA 6112

	Telephone: 08-9393-3515

	Email: carmelbpc@iinet.net.au

	Church Website: www.carmelwa.org.au

	Pastors:                   
	Rev Peter Chng
	Mobile: 0411-230-240

	
	Rev Henry Tay
	Telephone: 9414-6212

	
	Preacher Lawrence Chan
	Mobile: 0431-699-316
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Pastoral Chat                 ARE WE ALSO WAITING?   
Some of you may have heard of the recent riot in an area known as "Little India"--so named because it's frequented by foreign workers from India and Bangladesh--in Singapore. Since this was the first riot in Singapore in 40years, it shocked all Singaporeans, and acted like a wake-up call to all.

Our world is rocked by tragic events and evil acts, and we long to see the day when all these will cease. In the last issue, I shared with you an article titled "God Is Waiting" written by Matthias, a dear friend who was my Bible-college mate. God is not willing that anyone should perish on the day Jesus returns, but patiently waiting for people to come to repentance. God is waiting, but are we also waiting?

As children of God, we know well that Christ will return one day, and we know also that Christ will return unannounced. Disaster-free living, however, makes us com-placent. Our knowledge doesn't seem to translate into appropriate action.

In an article in Our Daily Bread (14/4/2013), David McCasland wrote about the life of David Schumm, a man who went through 74 years of life with severe cerebral palsy. Though the simple tasks of daily life required great effort, David Schumm kept smiling and helping others by giving more than 23,000 hours as a hospital vo-lunteer, along with encouraging at risk teens.

During David Schumm's last weeks, he often pointed visitors to a large picture of Jesus near his bed, saying, "He's coming to get me soon." It's little wonder that at his memorial service, people came to celebrate his optimism, perseverance and faith. David Schumm had always been waiting for Christ's return!

In teaching His disciples about His Second Coming recorded in Matthew chapters 24 and 25, Jesus gave a parable of the ten virgins waiting for the bridegroom's arri-val. We're told that five of them were wise and five were foolish (25:2). "Those who were foolish took their lamps and took no oil with them, but the wise took oil in their vessel with their lamps" (vv.3-4). Unlike today, which is time sensitive, the arrival of the bridegroom in Jesus' time, while expected, wasn't governed with precision timing. Additional preparation must be in place for the delay. The wise virgins took that into account, preparing extra oil to bring along; but the foolish ones were complacent, thinking that extra vigilance wasn't necessary at all.

The arrival of the bridegroom was delayed, and all the ten virgins were so sleepy that they slumbered. Suddenly, at midnight, the news came: "Behold, the bride-groom is coming; go out to meet him". That was when the panic struck! The five foolish virgins discovered to their horror that they ran out of oil for their lamps, and went out to buy. While out buying, the bridegroom arrived and went in with the five wise and waiting virgins to the wedding and shut the door. The foolish virgins came back later and pleaded with the groom for entry but were refused (vv.5-12).

After the parable, the Lord Jesus has this warning: "Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour in which the Son of Man is coming" (v.13). Which depicts our daily living--the wise virgins or the foolish ones? Are we living our lives waiting and getting ready at all times for Christ's return?
Pastor Peter
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Prayer Items:  Ministries Needs
1. God’s grace and wisdom for the children ministry’s leader to plan and lead in Sunday school this year.  
2. God’s grace and understanding for the leaders in charge of the various ministries to implement their vision plan in the years ahead. 
	Duty Roster
	Today  12/1/14
	Next Lord’s Day 19/1/14

	Preacher
	Pastor Peter Chng
	Rev Mark Chen

	Interpreter
	Nathan Teo
	Nathan Teo

	Worship Leader
	Dn Daniel Ong
	Dn Lin Feng

	Interpreter 
	Tony Hung
	Tony Hung

	Pianist
	Andrew Chen
	Grace Shao

	Praise Chorus
	Tony Hung
	Dn Daniel Ong

	AV
	Vera Wang
	Vera Wang

	Toddlers 
	Teacher:  Mandy; Crystal
	Teacher: Mandy; Crystal

	Lower Junior

	Teacher: Adelisa Chng
Assistant: -------------------
Musician: : Jessica Hung
	Teacher: Adelisa Chng
Assistant: Shuie Chen
Musician: Jessica Hung

	Upper Junior
	Teacher: Adelisa Chng
	Teacher: Adelisa Chng

	Welcomers 
	 Yinglong; Gore
	Yinglong ; Shuzhi

	Flower
	Lumeng Lin
	Lyanne Teo

	Kitchen
	Gentleness Team

(Lily, Shuie, Amy)
	Self-control Team (Yinglong, Guanglu; Tang Qiong; Mandy)


	Offerings
	05/01/14

	General Fund
	$768.50
	

	Thanksgiving
	$100.00
	

	Mission Fund
	$0.00
	

	Camp Fund
	$20.00
	To-date: $7,934.80

	Building Fund
	$0.00
	To-date:$276,293.78

	Property Maintenance
	$0.00
	To-date: $1,400.00

	BF Interest-free Loan
	$0.00
	To-date:$260,000

	Order of Worship
10.30am
	

	Prelude 
	Pianist: Andrew Chen
	

	Congregation
	“The Lord is in His Holy Temple”
	

	Call to Worship
	Dn Daniel Ong; Interpreter: Tony Hung
	

	Welcome & Greetings
握手问安
	

	Praise Chorus
	Tony Hung
	

	Invocation & Doxology*
	*Congregation Standing
	

	Responsive Reading
	Psalm 27 (p.377)
	

	Hymn of Response*
	HOP 296 Day by Day
	

	Announcement 
	Dn Daniel Ong; Interpreter: Tony Hung
	

	Pastoral Prayer


	Pastor Peter Chng; Interpreter: Nathan Teo
	

	Message 
	Living Consciously of Christ’s Return
“Are We Waiting”

2 Peter 3:14-18 (p.818)
	

	Hymn of Reflection*
	HOP 115 

When Jesus Comes to Reward His Servants?
	

	Benediction*

	Sing Threefold Amen after Benediction

	

	                     You’re invited to join us in our lunch fellowship欢迎您会后留下与我们共享午餐
	


Sermon Outline:
 Are we waiting?                            2Peter 3:14-18
Preposition – This question can be answered through a display of two attitudes in daily living.
Main points
1. Ever conscious of how Christ will find us (vv. 14-16)
1.1 Striving to live beyond reproach (vv. 14)
1.2 Striving to know Christ deeply (vv. 15-16)
2. Ever guarding of falling out from steadfastness (vv. 17-18)
2.1 Be vigilant through learning (vv. 17)

2.2 Keep growing in the Lord (vv. 18)
We warmly welcome you to join us in worshipping the Lord. May God’s peace and joy be your portion. 
