Ministries for this Week (19 Jan – 26 Jan 2014) 
We welcome you to join us in our weekly ministries:
· Friday: 7.30pm: English Care-Group Meeting: 

                                 Summer break resuming in March 2014
· Saturday: 4.30pm: YAF Summer break;
                                      resuming in March 2014
                       7.30pm: Elim's fellowship Summer break till further notice
                                      YF Summer break till further notice              
· Sunday: 10am: Prayer Meeting: Library
                      10.30am: Combined Service: Library
                                      Children Ministry: Classrooms                
Sharing With You
· Note: This year’s Combined Service will continue till end of February 2014.
· Note:  There is no Sunday Bible Class at 9.30am till further notice.  But there is still Prayer Meeting at 10am. 
· Note to all Sunday Worship Leaders: You are required to lead the Sunday morning prayer meeting at 10am.
· Church Choir: there will be no choir practice until mid-January 2014. 
· Rev Mark Chen, Covenant BP Church, will minister to us for next two Sundays.  We express our thanks to him.
· Next Lord’s Day is our Gospel Sunday.  You’re encouraged to bring your loved ones and friends to the service.
· Easter Baptism, Reaffirmation of Faith, Child Baptism and Transfer of membership class will begin next Lord’s Day after service.  Those who are prepared, please let Pastor Peter know immediately and attend the class.
· Please pray for Cai Yi Jin’s daughter (Joanne) who will have the operation for her feet on 22 Jan.  May God’s healing and mercy be with her.
· Easter Combined Church Camp with Covenant BPC from 21-24 April 2014.  The theme is “Forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead” (Philippians 3:13). Adult (13+yrs) $230; 6-12yrs $190. For more details, please see Dn Lin Feng.
· New Church Office address: 6 Commercial Rd., Forrestdale; Telephone no:  9393-3515; Email: carmelbpc@iinet.net.au  effective from 11 Nov 13.
· Library is closed for the summer till February 2014.
	Worshipping at: Oberthur Pri. Sch., Nicholls Crescent., Bull Creek, WA 6149

	Church Office: 6, Commercial Road, Forrestdale, WA 6112

	Telephone: 08-9393-3515

	Email: carmelbpc@iinet.net.au

	Church Website: www.carmelwa.org.au

	Pastors:                   
	Rev Peter Chng
	Mobile: 0411-230-240

	
	Rev Henry Tay
	Telephone: 9414-6212

	
	Preacher Lawrence Chan
	Mobile: 0431-699-316
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Pastoral Chat                 THE DANGER OF BACKSLIDING
The writer of Hebrews was very concerned for his readers. He wrote to them with this observation: “For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you again the first principles of the oracles of God, and you have come to need milk and not solid food” (Heb. 5:12). Instead of going forward, which ought to be the normal phenomenon, they seemed to have backslidden.

The problem of going backward isn’t an issue we should look at it flippantly. Dr Paul Lee Tan cited a story told by a doctor in the Virginia Medical Monthly. This doctor treated a Virginian woman who grew backward. She had grown normally, married, and had three children. Life was happy until the husband and father died when the children were in high school. The mother doubled her devotion to the children. She changed her clothes to those of a girl of twenty, joined in the parties of her children and had fun.

After a few years, however, her children noticed that as they grew older, their mo-ther was growing younger. Psychiatrists call it “personality regression,” which means “a person walking backward.” Usually the disorder will stop at a certain age.

But to this woman, the disorder didn’t stop. She actually slipped backward at the rate of one year for every three or four months of time that went forward. Although she was 61 years old, she acted and talked like a 6-year-old. She was sent to a mental institution, where she insisted on wearing short dresses, playing with toys, and babbling like a child.

The she became like a three-year-old; she spilled her food, crawled on the floor, and cried “Mama.” Backward still farther to the age of one, she drank milk curled up like a tiny baby. Finally, she went back over the line and died.

What happens in physical life happens in spiritual life too. After expressing his con-cern of noticing the believers going backward, the writer of Hebrews issued this sober warning: “For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted the heavenly gift, and have become partakers of the Holy Spirit, and have tasted the good word of God and the powers of the age to come, if they fall away, to renew them again to repentance, since they crucify again for themselves the Son of God, and put Him to an open shame” (6:4-6).

These verses don’t teach that believers will lose their salvation, as some have ad-vocated. They just highlight to believers not to take salvation for granted, but be ever vigilant. This is echoing what the apostle Paul urges in Philippians 2:12: “…work out (not work for!) your own salvation with fear and trembling.” Backsliding serves as an indicator something is amiss in our salvation. We shouldn’t ignore!

It’s no doubt that we ought to be alert to the danger of backsliding, but we needn’t be alarmed. The writer of Hebrews ended his treatise with these encouraging words: “But, beloved, we are confident of better things concerning you, yes, things that accompany salvation, though we speak in this manner” (Heb. 6:9). Indeed, by God’s grace, we’ll be careful of backsliding and make effort to grow in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.—Pastor Peter
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Prayer Items:  Our Missions Needs
1. God’s grace and guidance for the brethren's evangelistic ministry and spiritual growth in China.  
2. God’s wisdom and strength for Tetteh's outreach work among the villagers and students in Accra, Ghana. 
	Duty Roster
	Today  19/1/14
	Next Lord’s Day 26/1/14

	Preacher
	Rev Mark Chen
	Dn Thong Kok Fai

	Interpreter
	Nathan Teo
	Dn Daniel Ong

	Worship Leader
	Dn Lin Feng
	Dn Shao Quanxi

	Interpreter 
	Tony Hung
	Tony Hung

	Pianist
	Grace Shao
	Jason Liu

	Praise Chorus
	Dn Daniel Ong
	Mimi Ong, Vera Wang

	AV
	Vera Wang
	Jonah Thong

	Toddlers 
	Teacher:  Mandy; Crystal
	Teacher: Mandy; Crystal

	Lower Junior

	Teacher: Adelisa Chng

Assistant: Shui Chen
Musician: : Jessica Hung
	Teacher: Adelisa Chng

Assistant: Yanping
Musician: Jessica Hung

	Upper Junior
	Teacher: Adelisa Chng
	Teacher: Adelisa Chng

	Welcomers 
	 Yinglong; Shuzhi
	Chang Ying, Gavin

	Flower
	Lyanne Teo
	Han Zhaohui

	Kitchen
	Self-control Team

(Yinglong, Guanglu, Tang Qiong, Mandy)
	


	Offerings
	12/01/14

	General Fund
	$721.00
	

	Thanksgiving
	$60.00
	

	Mission Fund
	$0.00
	

	Camp Fund
	$20.00
	To-date: $7,954.80

	Building Fund
	$100.00; $200.00(#1033); $200.00(#1072)
	To-date:$276,793.78

	Property Maintenance
	$0.00
	To-date: $1,400.00

	BF Interest-free Loan
	$0.00
	To-date:$260,000

	Order of Worship
10.30am
	
	

	Prelude 
	Pianist: Grace Shao
	
	

	Congregation
	“The Lord is in His Holy Temple”
	
	

	Call to Worship
	Dn Lin Feng; Interpreter: Tony Hung
	
	

	Welcome & Greetings
握手问安
	
	

	Praise Chorus
	Dn Daniel Ong
	
	

	Invocation & Doxology*
	*Congregation Standing
	
	

	Responsive Reading
	Psalm 119:1-9 (p.417)
	
	

	Hymn of Response*
	HOP 219 Tis so Sweet to Trust in Jesus
	
	

	Announcement 
	Dn Lin Feng; Interpreter: Tony Hung
	
	

	Pastoral Prayer


	Rev Mark Chen ; Interpreter: Nathan Teo
	
	

	Message 
	Living Consciously of Christ’s Return
“Why We Don't Grow Spiritually”
Hebrews 5:11-14 (p.806)
	
	

	Hymn of Reflection*
	HOP 210

Trust and Obey
	
	

	Benediction*

	Sing Threefold Amen after Benediction

	
	

	                     You’re invited to join us in our lunch fellowship欢迎您会后留下与我们共享午餐
	
	


Sermon Outline:      Why We Don't Grow Spiritually?      Hebrews 5:11-14
Why do so many Christians not mature and stay like babies?  It is because we choose not to grow.
1. We don't grow because we're too lazy to obey God's word

2. We don't grow because there's a lack of admonition

3. When we 're not moving forward, we're moving backwards

4. To grow spiritually there must be self-discipline
We warmly welcome you to join us in worshipping the Lord. May God’s peace and joy be your portion. 
