Ministries for this Week (9 Mar – 16Mar 2014) 
We welcome you to join us in our weekly ministries:
· Friday: 7.30pm: English Care-Group Meeting: Steven’s home, (32.

                                  Godwin Ave., Manning).
· Saturday: 11:30am: AF Meeting: Discipleship: Changed Into His
                                            Image, “We have to know some things”, pg 93, 

                                            6 Commercial Rd, Forrestdale.
                        7.30pm: Elim Fellowship Summer break till further notice
                                      YF: Dn Timothy’s home, (68, Rhonda Ave., Willetton).
· Sunday: 9.30am: BS & Prayer Meeting: The Epistle of 1 John, Library
                      10.30am: Mandarin Service: Main hall
                                       English Service: Library
                                       Children Ministry: Classrooms

Sharing With You
· BMC Presentation: the committee will present a slideshow and explanation of the church development plan to be submitted to the town council for approval after service. The slideshow will go on before and after service during the month of March. You are encouraged to stay for the presentation.
· Easter Baptism, Reaffirmation of Faith, Child Baptism and Transfer of membership class will continue today after service in library.  Those who are prepared, please let Pastor Peter know immediately and attend the class.
· Easter Combined Church Camp with Covenant BPC from 21-24 April 2014.  The theme is “Forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead” (Philippians 3:13-14). The camp speakers are Rev David Yan for the English session, Rev Yeo Say Hock for the Mandarin session and Daniel and Tabitha for the Children Ministry. The camp fee for the adult, 13 yrs and above: $230; 12yrs and below: $190. The last day of registration is 30/3. You are encouraged to come for the camp and please see Dn Lin Feng or Tony for the registration form.
· Library is closed for the summer till further notice.
	Worshipping at: Oberthur Pri. Sch., Nicholls Crescent., Bull Creek, WA 6149

	Church Office: 6, Commercial Road, Forrestdale, WA 6112

	Telephone: 08-9393-3515

	Email: carmelbpc@iinet.net.au

	Church Website: www.carmelwa.org.au

	Pastors
	Rev Peter Chng
	Mobile: 0411-230-240

	
	Rev Henry Tay
	Telephone: 9414-6212

	
	Preacher Lawrence Chan
	Mobile: 0431-699-316


[image: image1.png]


                 Carmel Bible-Presbyterian Church
                   Christ’s Love Brings Us Together
                                                      Theme for 2013/2014: Committed to Be Christlike
	Vol. 16 No 10
	9/3/14


Pastoral Chat                  OUR GOD IS GOOD
So Jesus said to [the inquirer], "Why do you call Me good? No one is good but One, that is, God" (Luke 18:19)
The above conversation by the Lord was in response to a certain ruler, who was likely to be young and rich. He came to ask Jesus, saying, "Good Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?" (Luke 18:18).

Before giving the young ruler the answer to his worthy pursuit of inheriting eternal life, Jesus had to direct him to the understanding of the precise nature of good-ness, which can only be found in God, not any human being. 

The psalmist said, "The fool has said in his heart, 'There is no God.' They have done abominable works, there is none who does good" (Ps. 14:1; 53:1). And this is echoed by the apostle Paul in Romans 3:9-18. When we refer someone as being good, we're actually using the term in a comparative sense. But no human being is inherently good. "For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God" (Rom. 3:23)

We talk about the goodness of God. You might ask: What then is the goodness of God related to my daily lives on earth? Unfortunately, a segment within Christianity teaches that because God is good, and is good to us His children, the natural out-come of God's goodness is health and wealth, the absence of agony and sorrow.

The 73rd Psalm by Asaph helps to deepen our understanding of the goodness of God. Asaph was a Levite, appointed by King David as the chief of the musicians to "minister before the ark of the LORD, to commemorate, to thank, and to praise the LORD God of Israel" (1 Chro. 16:4). He began his psalm, declaring, "Truly God is good to Israel, to such as are pure in heart" (v.1). The ensuing verses, however, weren't in tune with this grand proclamation. He was jealous with the boastful when he witnessed the prosperity of the wicked (v.3). They didn't seem to suffer, not even in death (vv.4-9). Asaph struggled spiritually, almost to the edge of destruct-ion (v.2). He admitted that it was too painful for him to understand (v.16). And he seemed to blame God, saying, "Surely I have cleansed my heart in vain, and wash-ed my hands in innocence" (v.13). Asaph's comprehension of God's goodness in verse 1 is probably based on the narrow perspective of the righteous will surely be blessed and the wicked will truly be judged and suffer. His understanding and judgement is overgeneralised and distorted.

The turning point of this psalm comes in v.15. "If I had said, 'I will speak thus,' be-hold I would have been untrue to the generation of Your children." It was still too painful for Asaph to attempt to comprehend in his finite mind..."until [he] went into the sanctuary of God; then [he] understood their end" (v.17). That radical change of perspective came only as Asaph went into the very presence of God. He confessed his naive perception of the goodness of God, limiting it to his oversimplification of blessing and cursing. "I was so foolish and ignorant; I was like a beast before You" (v.22). He then knew that God's goodness surpassed all circumstances. Asaph de-clared his new-found understanding of "good": "It is good for me to draw near to God; I have put my trust in the LORD God, that I may declare all Your works" (v.28)

May we experience God's goodness in our daily lives.—Pastor Peter
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Prayer Items: Our Ministries Needs
1. God’s grace and blessing for our forthcoming Combined Camp with Covenant BPC and the speakers.  
2. God’s wisdom and guidance be upon the Adult Fellowship, Youth Fellowship, and Elim Fellowship as they begin a new year of ministry. 
	Duty Roster
	Today  9/3/14
	Next Lord’s Day 16/3/14

	Preacher
	Pastor Peter Chng
	Pastor Peter Chng

	Worship Leader
	Pr Lawrence
	Dn Timothy Cheong

	Pianist
	Andrew Chen
	Grace Shao

	Praise Chorus
	Dn Timothy Cheong
	Dn Thong Kok Fai

	Offering Collection
	Gavin Zou
	Jonah Thong

	AV
	Jonah Thong
	Andrew Chen

	Toddlers
	Teacher: Mandy, Crystal
	Teacher: Mandy, Crystal

	Lower Junior

	Teacher: Joyce Cheong
Assistant: Mandy
Musician: Joyce Cheong
	Teacher: Joyce Cheong
Assistant: Shuie
Musician: Joyce Cheong

	Upper Junior
	Teacher: Steven Lee
	Teacher: Steven Lee

	Welcomers 
	Gore Chen, Changying
	Yinglong, Shuzhi

	Flower
	Rose 
	Zhaohui

	Kitchen
	Faithfulness Team

(Dn Quanxi, Shuzhi, Gore) 
	Gentleness Team

(Shuie, Amy, Lily) 


	Offerings
	2/03/14

	General Fund
	$1,026.20
	

	Thanksgiving
	$20.00
	

	Mission Fund
	$0.00
	

	Camp Fund
	$20.00
	To-date: $8,094.80

	Building Fund
	$1150.00; $200.00 (#1020); $200.00 (#1045); $300.00 (#1103)
	To-date: $280,183.78

	Property Maintenance
	$0.00
	To-date: $1,500.00

	BF Interest-free Loan
	$0.00
	To-date: $260,000

	Order of Worship
10.30am
	

	Prelude 
	   Pianist: Andrew Chen
	

	Congregation
	“The Lord is in His Holy Temple”
	

	Call to Worship
	Pr. Lawrence Chan
	

	Welcome & Greetings
握手问安
	

	Praise Chorus
	Dn Timothy Cheong
	

	Invocation & Doxology*
	*Congregation Standing
	

	Responsive Reading
	Psalm 138 (p.424)
	

	Hymn of Response*
	HOP 28 I Sing the Mighty Power of God
	

	Junior will leave for their class
	

	Offering 
	Gavin Zou
	

	Offertory Prayer
	Pr. Lawrence Chan
	

	Announcement 
	
	

	Pastoral Prayer


	Pastor Peter Chng
	

	Message 
	In Remembrance of Me…
“Remembering God’s Goodness”

Exodus 3:6-17 (p.38)
	

	Hymn of Reflection*
	HOP 125 Open My Eyes, That I May See
	

	Benediction*

	Sing Threefold Amen after Benediction

	

	                     You’re invited to join us in our lunch fellowship欢迎您会后留下与我们共享午餐
	


Sermon Outline:
Remembering God’s Goodness       Exo. 3:6-17
There are two concepts to grasp as we remember God’s goodness.
1. God’s goodness is unwavering
1.1 Even through the passage of time
1.2 Even through the changing of circumstances
2. God’s goodness will surely come to pass
2.1 Because God knows when to act
2.2 Because no task is too hard for God
We warmly welcome you to join us in worshipping the Lord. May God’s peace and joy be your portion. 
