Ministries for this Week (11 May – 18 May 2014) 
We welcome you to join us in our weekly ministries:
· Sunday: 2pm: Church Session Meeting: Library
· Friday: 7.30pm: English Care-Group Meeting: Steven’s home, (32.

                                  Godwin Ave., Manning).
· Saturday: 3.30pm: AF Meeting: Discipleship, “Changed Into His Image”,
                                       (6 Commercial Rd, Forrestdale).  
                        7.30pm: Elim’s Fellowship: Yinglong and Shuie’s home (5
                                      Rainer Mews, Willetton).

                                       YF: Dn Timothy’s home, (68 Rhonda Ave, Willetton).    
· Sunday: 9:30am: SBC/ Prayer Meeting: Library
                     10.30am: Mandarin Service: Main Hall
                                     English Service: Library       
                                     Children Ministry: Classrooms
Sharing With You
· Parents’ Day: Today we are celebrating Parents Day in lieu of Mother’s Day. However, on this Mother’s Day we wish every mother a blessed and joyous Mother’s Day. After service, let us gather together for our Parent’s Day lunch.
· Updating of membership record: Membership Form has been given out to you to update your personal particulars.  Please see Mimi or Pr Lawrence for the form. 
· Library is closed till further notice.
	Worshipping at: Oberthur Pri. Sch., Nicholls Crescent., Bull Creek, WA 6149

	Church Office: 6, Commercial Road, Forrestdale, WA 6112

	Telephone: 08-9393-3515

	Email: carmelbpc@iinet.net.au

	Church Website: www.carmelwa.org.au

	Pastors
	Rev Peter Chng
	Mobile: 0411-230-240

	
	Rev Henry Tay
	Telephone: 9414-6212

	
	Preacher Lawrence Chan
	Mobile: 0431-699-316
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Pastoral Chat            GAINING WORLD? OR GAINING LIFE? 
Jesus said to [the inquiring young man],"If you want to be perfect, go, sell what you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me." (Matthew 19:21)

In my interaction with people seeking to know what I believe in, I occasionally mentioned the above statement by Jesus in my conversation. It shocked quite a number of them. "Too much of a sacrifice to be a Christian!" some remarked.

Here's another statement Jesus made: "For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake and the gospel's will save it. For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul?" (Mk. 8:35-37). Isn't it shocking? No wonder Joe Stowell states that it's like an "upside-down teaching about life" to some.

No doubt such teachings about life from the Lord Jesus make people think that His teaching is out of touch with the real world, if we look at it from our own perspect-ive. We assess life in terms of "dollars and cents." We attach meaning and value to life with respect to what we possess. We evaluate our life through how we stand in the society. We brush off anything that doesn't fall under these barometric mea-surements, and reckon it as insignificance.

But life is more than just these pursuits. Jesus gets into the heart of it. It's a master and slave relationship. What we possess and where we stand in society are gifts from the Lord for us to manage to His glory. There are never meant to enslave us. The Chinese understands this theology well. The term "miser" is translated literally into Chinese as "a slave that's guarding the wealth 守财奴." 

In Matthew 19:16-22, we're told of young man approaching Jesus with a probing in-quiry: "Good Teacher, what good thing shall I do that may have eternal life?" (v.16). This young man was apparently not a person who lived life in a frivolous manner. He searched and desired to go beyond the mere present living. And he recognised that Jesus was able to provide him the way to acquire. Besides searching for life's value and meaning, this young inquirer was also conscientious in his personal li-ving as a Jew (vv.18-20). Interestingly, after answering Jesus' question and in-structions affirmatively, this young inquirer put forward to Jesus this question: "What do I still lack?" (v.20). His mind was so fixed on pursuits, as he pursued other things in life. Dearly beloved, does it not ring a bell that this young inquirer seems like a portrait of ourselves?

Jesus, however, directed this young man's attention to what he had because Jesus could perceive his inner being. There was a real challenge and obstacle to this person gaining the life he desired and set out to search, and that was the great possession he was having then (v.22). It doesn't mean that Jesus wanted him to give up his great possession, but that he would be enslaved by it. Jesus wanted him to surrender to Him rather than to be enslaved by what he possessed.

Gaining world? Or gaining life? O God, please help us to make the right choice.—Pastor Peter

_______________________________________________________________
Prayer Items: Our Ministries Needs 
1. God’s grace and mercy that He would grant us favour in the sight of man as the BMC has submitted our church plan for the change of use to the Armadale council.

2. God’s wisdom and understanding as the session members meet this afternoon to deliberate the Lord’s business.
	Duty Roster
	Today 11/05/14
	Next Lord’s Day 18/05/14

	Preacher
	Pastor Peter Chng
	Pr Lawrence Chan

	Worship Leader
	Pr Lawrence Chan
	Dn Thong Kok Fai

	Pianist
	Grace Shao
	Joy Han

	Praise Chorus
	Dn Timothy Cheong
	Dn Thong Kok Fai

	Offering Collection
	Andrew Chen
	Jonah Thong

	AV
	Gavin Zou 
	Andrew Chen 

	Toddlers
	Teacher: Mandy
	Teacher: Mandy

	Lower Junior

	Teacher: Adelisa Chng
Assistant: Shuie Chen
Musician: Jessica Hong
	Teacher: Adelisa Chng
Assistant: Candas Thong
Musician: Dn Timothy Cheong

	Upper Junior
	Steven Lee
	Steven Lee

	Welcomers 
	Yinglong, Shuzhi
	Huiqing, Gore Chen

	Flower
	Han Zhaohui
	Alex Wang

	Kitchen
	Faithfulness Team

(Dn Shao, Shuzhi, Gore)
	Gentleness Team

(Lily, Shuie, Amy)


	Offerings
	4/05/14

	General Fund
	$1,842.15
	

	Thanksgiving
	$20.00
	

	Mission Fund
	$0.00
	

	Camp Fund
	$20.00
	To-date: $9,294.80

	Building Fund
	$0.00
	To-date: $286,583.78

	Property Maintenance
	$0.00
	To-date: $1,500.00

	BF Interest-free Loan
	$0.00
	To-date: $260,000.00

	A love-gift envelope for Pastor Tay

	Order of Worship
10.30am


	

	Prelude 
	   Pianist: Grace Shao 
Chen
	

	Congregation
	“The Lord Is in His Holy Temple”
	

	Call to Worship
	Pr. Lawrence Chan
	

	Welcome & Greetings
握手问安
	

	Praise Chorus
	Dn Timothy Cheong
	

	Invocation & Doxology*
	*Congregation Standing
	

	Responsive Reading
	Psalm 63 (p.392)
	

	Hymn of Response*
	HOP 279 What A Friend We Have in Jesus
	

	Offering
	Andrew Chen
	

	Offertory Prayer
	Pr. Lawrence Chan
	

	Juniors will leave for their class

	Announcement 
	
	

	Pastoral Prayer
	Pastor Peter Chng
	

	Message 
	Losing Self; Gaining Christ …
“Living for Jesus,  Part II”

Philippians 1:1-11 (p.790)
	

	Hymn of Reflection*
	Living For Jesus
	

	Benediction欢迎您会                   Sing Threefold Amen after Benediction
                            You’re invited to join us in our lunch fellowship欢迎您会后留下
	


Sermon Outline:               Living for Jesus (II)          Philippians 1:1-11
To aspire to live for Jesus, there are four attitudes we ought to cultivate.

3  Caring for brothers and sisters

    3.1  Caring sincerely

    3.2  Caring actively

4  Abounding in love

    4.1  In knowledge

    4.2 With wise insight
We warmly welcome you to join us in worshipping the Lord. May God’s peace and joy be your portion. 
