Ministries for this Week ( 8 Jun – 15 Jun 2014) 
We welcome you to join us in our weekly ministries:
· Friday: 7.30pm: English Care-Group Meeting: Steven’s home, (32.

                                  Godwin Ave., Manning).
· Saturday: 3.30pm: AF Meeting: WCF: “Of God's Covenant with Man”, 
                                       (6 Commercial Rd., Forrestdale).
· Sunday: 9:30am: SBC/ Prayer Meeting: Library
                     10.30am: Mandarin Service: Main Hall
                                     English Service: Library       
                                     Children Ministry: Classrooms
Sharing With You.
· Pastor and Mrs Tay are away from  6 – 17 June.
· Pastor Peter and Adelissa will be away in Singapore from 9 – 19/6. He will minister to the brethren in Kelapa Sawit and Ayer Bemban, Malaysia.
· We will be celebrating our Church 15th Anniversary on 24 August with a thanksgiving dinner. You are encouraged to bring your loved ones and friends to our anniversary service and thanksgiving dinner.
· Updating of membership record: Membership Form has been given out to you to update your personal particulars. For those who have taken the form and yet to return to Mimi or Pr Lawrence, kindly do so asap so that we can have an up-to-date of our membership record. 
· Library is closed till further notice.
	Worshipping at: Oberthur Pri. Sch., Nicholls Crescent., Bull Creek, WA 6149

	Church Office: 6, Commercial Road, Forrestdale, WA 6112

	Telephone: 08-9393-3515

	Email: carmelbpc@iinet.net.au

	Church Website: www.carmelwa.org.au

	Pastors
	Rev Peter Chng
	Mobile: 0411-230-240

	
	Rev Henry Tay
	Telephone: 9414-6212

	
	Preacher Lawrence Chan
	Mobile: 0431-699-316
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Pastoral 
ENDEAVOURING TO KEEP THE SPIRITUAL UNITY
“There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.” (Galatians 3:28)

The above statement from the apostle Paul to the churches of Galatia sounds em-phatic and strong. Why did Paul make such a strong declaration?

The apostle Paul ministered to the churches of the province of Galatia, which was located in Asia Minor (the present country of Turkey), during his first missionary journey. Shortly after his departure, however, the churches turned their back to the gospel that Paul preached and embraced a different gospel, which was actually a perversion of the gospel of Christ. Paul wrote, "I marvel that you are turning away so soon from Him who called you in the grace of Christ, to a different gospel, which is not another, but...to pervert the gospel of Christ" (Gal.1:6-7).

That perversion of the gospel had a Jewish element in it, insisting that Gentiles must also be circumcised (5:1-4), and observed the Jewish traditions (4:10). The perverted teaching had caused a factional struggle within the churches. Even the apostle Peter, when he visited Antioch, was affected by such a factional undercur-rent, and Paul had to withstand him publicly (2:11-21). Dennis Fisher made an apt observation that such occurrence arose when people were "preoccupied instead with their personal needs or the interests of a group they belong to (James 4:1-10)." That may go in some way to explain the situation of the Galatians.

Factional undercurrent creeps in through differences in ethnicity, culture, social status, and even gender. When it surfaces and becomes a struggle, unity usually becomes the first victim. The apostle Paul knows it all too well, and makes that declaration, emphasising that "[we] are all one in Christ Jesus" (3:28). Hence, understanding and practising oneness in Christ Jesus is of paramount importance in endeavouring to keep the spiritual unity in God's house. How then can we try to maintain spiritual unity in our church?

The book of Philippians, which we're going through, provides insightful instructions toward keeping the unity in God's house. It begins with the transformation of the heart to desire to live for Christ (Phil. 1:1-11), to have our focus on the gospel of Christ (1:12-18), to desire to give our lives to Christ (1:19-26) and to endure for Christ (1:27-30). Not only must we live for Christ, but also to live in Christ (2:1-4), and adopting the mind of Christ (2:5-11). The word of life is indispensible that we must hang on to it (2:12-18), and resolve to follow godly examples (2:19-30).

After spending several chapters directing and instructing the Philippians to develop the character and mental attitude of losing self and gaining Christ, Paul made this appeal to the church at Philippi: "I implore Euodia and I implore Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. And I urge you also, true companion, help these women who laboured with me in the gospel, with Clement also, and the rest of my fellow workers, whose names are in the Book of Life" (4:2-3). Unity of heart and mind in God's house is certainly achievable!

Let's look to God for grace and strength to help us in our effort of endeavouring to keep the spiritual unity in our church.—Pastor Peter

________________________________________________________________________________________​​​​​​​​​​
Prayer Items: Our Ministries Needs 
1. God’s wisdom and guidance in our preparation for our Church 15th Anniversary, 24 August and ACM, 27 September.  
2. God’s grace and mercy be upon the BMC submission of our church plan for the change of use to the Armadale council for approval.
	Duty Roster
	Today 8/06/14
	Next Lord’s Day 15/06/14

	Preacher
	Pr. Lawrence Chan
	Pr Lawrence Chan

	Worship Leader
	Dn Timothy Cheong
	Dn Thong Kok Fai

	Pianist
	Andrew Chen
	Grace Shao

	Praise Chorus
	Dn Thong Kok Fai
	Dn Timothy Cheong

	Offering Collection
	Gavin Zou.
	Jonah Thong

	AV
	Jonah Thong
	Andrew Chen

	Toddlers
	Teacher: Crystal

Assistant: Candas Thong 
	Teacher: Crystal
Assistant: Changying 

	Lower Junior
	Teacher: Joyce Cheong
Musician: Jessica Hong
	Teacher: Joyce Cheong
Musician: Timothy Cheong

	Upper Junior
	Steven Lee
	Steven Lee

	Welcomers 
	Yinglong, Shuzhi
	Huiqing, Gore Chen

	Flower
	Liu Xuerong 
	Han Lirong

	Kitchen
	Joy Team

(Sandy, Emma, Lumeng, Changying)
	Peace Team
(Xiaohong, Yueying, Zhenxin)


	Offerings
	1/06/14

	General Fund
	$1,886.20
	

	Thanksgiving
	$20.00
	

	Mission Fund
	$0.00
	

	Camp Fund
	$20.00
	To-date: $9,374.80

	Building Fund
	
	To-date: $290,283.78

	Property Maintenance
	$0.00
	To-date: $1,800.00

	BF Interest-free Loan
	$0.00
	To-date: $260,000.00

	A love-gift envelope for Rev Tay

	Order of Worship
10.30am


	

	Prelude 
	   Pianist: Andrew Chen 
Chen
	

	Congregation
	“The Lord Is in His Holy Temple”
	

	Call to Worship
	Dn Timothy Cheong
	

	Welcome & Greetings
握手问安
	

	Praise Chorus
	Dn Thong Kok Fai 
	

	Invocation & Doxology*
	*Congregation Standing
	

	Responsive Reading
	Psalm 23 (p.376)
	

	Hymn of Response*
	HOP 255 I Need Thee Every Hour
	

	Offering
	
	

	Offertory Prayer
	Dn Timothy Cheong
	

	Announcement 
	
	

	Juniors will leave for their class

	Pastoral Prayer
	Pr Lawrence Chan
	

	Message 
	Losing Self; Gaining Christ …
“Living in Christ”

Philippians 2:1-4 (p.790)
	

	Hymn of Reflection*
	HOP 355 Jesus Is All the World to Me
	

	Benediction欢迎您会                   Sing Threefold Amen after Benediction
                            You’re invited to join us in our lunch fellowship欢迎您会后留下
	


Sermon Outline:           
Living in Christ     Philippians 2:1-4
To be living in Christ, we need to strive together by
1. Standing fast in one spirit

1.1 We are united in Christ 

1.2 We keep focus on Christ
2. Serving together in one spirit

2.1 We serve with a humble spirit

2.2 We serve selflessly
We warmly welcome you to join us in worshipping the Lord. May God’s peace and joy be your portion. 
